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Where Are Students With  
Speech and Language Impairments Served?
The overwhelming majority of children with speech and language impairments are served 
in the regular or general education classroom. Figure 11.4 graphically represents the edu-
cational placements typically used with pupils who have a speech or language impairment.

Services for Young Children  
With Speech and Language Impairments
The very young child with a linguistic disorder represents a unique population. As 
knowledge regarding pediatric speech and language pathologies continues to expand, 
it has been noted repeatedly that there are time-locked “critical periods” for acquisition 
of communication skills. These windows of opportunity for language learning have 
historically been the subject of much study and debate. Is there an optimal time frame 
for providing intervention for communication disorders? Is there a point at which 
such intervention is really too late to be effective? Research suggests that for virtually 
all communication deficiencies, the younger the child at the time of intervention, the 
more positive the outcome (Guralnick, 2011; Paul & Roth, 2011).

Early intervention to address communication problems in the young child is 
grounded by four guiding principles put forth by the American Speech-Language-
Hearing Association (2008): Services are (1) family centered and culturally and 
linguistically responsive; (2) developmentally supportive, promoting children’s partici-
pation in their natural environment; (3) comprehensive, coordinated, and team based; 
and (4) based on the highest-quality evidence available.

To provide effective intervention for the young child, we must first be able to identify 
those with speech and language impairments. Those at risk for having a delay in speech 
or language need to be screened early and at regular intervals. Children identified as 
high risk include, for example, youngsters from neonatal intensive care units, children 

  FIGURE 11.4  Educational Placement of School-Age Students 
With Speech and Language Impairments
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NOTE: Figure represents percentage of enrollment of students ages 6–21 with speech and language impairments during 
the 2013–2014 school year. Other environments represent placement in a separate school, residential facility, homebound/
hospital environment, correctional facilities, or parentally placed in private schools.

Information based on data from the fifty states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and outlying areas.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education. (2013). Historical state-level IDEA data files. Retrieved November 14, 2013 from http://
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